9#              ROMAN  CATHOLIC  KttAbOJNb

And whereas another author among our brethren the Dis-
senters, hath very justly complained, that by this persecuting
Test Act, great numbers of true Protestants have been forced
to leave the kingdom, and fly to the plantations, rather than
stay here branded with an incapacity for civil and military
employments; we do affirm, that the Catholics can bring
many more instances of the same kind; some thousands of
their religion have been forced by the Sacramental Test, to
retire into other countries, rather than live here under the
incapacity of wearing swords, sitting in Parliament, and
getting that share of power and profit which belongs to them
as fellow Christians, thereof they are deprived "merely
upon account of conscience, which would not allow them
to take the sacrament after the manner prescribed in the
liturgy." Hence it clearly follows in the words of the same
author,1 "That if we Catholics are uncapable of employments,
we are punished for OUT dissent, that is, for our conscience,
which wholly turns upon political considerations."

The Catholics are mlling to acknowledge the King's
supremacy, whenever their brethren the Dissenters shall
please to shew them the example.

Further, The Catholics, whenever their religion shall come
to be the national established faith, are willing to undergo
the same test oifered by the author already quoted. His
words are these: "To end this debate, by putting it upon a
foot which I hope will appear to every impartial person a
fair and equitable one; We Catholics propose, with sub-
mission to the proper judges, that effectual security be taken
against persecution, by obliging all who are admitted into
places of power and trust, whatever their religious profession
be, in the most solemn manner to disclaim persecuting
principles." It is hoped the public will take notice of these
words; "Whatever their religious profession be;" which
plainly include the Catholics; and for which we return
thanks to our dissenting brethren.

And, whereas it is objected by those of the established
Church, that if the schismatics and fanatics were once put
into a capacity of possessing civil and military employments;
they would never be at ease till they had raised their own

1 See " Reasons against the Test."   [Note in edit. 1738.]